


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































 

SP-55 Barriers to affordable housing – 91.215(h) 
Barriers to Affordable Housing 

There are many factors that affect the cost and production or maintenance of housing affordable to 
extremely low-, low-, and moderate-income families (at or below 80% of Median Family Income (MFI)). 
An analysis of these factors has aided the City in developing programs that reduce the adverse effects of 
these constraints on the supply and cost of housing. 

Most of the City of Texarkana’s policies were enacted to protect and further the public welfare. For 
instance, building codes and subdivision standards are required by law for the protection and general 
welfare of the community. These are routinely reviewed. Development impact fees are recovered from 
the developer to assure that the public costs of new developments are paid by that development. While 
recognizing the needs to adjust public policies to adapt to changing conditions, the City will continue to 
review policies periodically to determine whether they have become excessive or represent an 
unnecessary constraint on the development or maintenance of affordable housing. 

The City of Texarkana, Texas identified race and concentrations of poverty that present as barriers to 
affordable housing and continues to develop strategies to remove or lessen negative effects of these 
barriers to affordable housing. The City identified the following other barriers to affordable housing: 

• Substantial down payments required to purchase new or existing homes; 
• Availability of credit to low and moderate income persons with credit problems; 
• Availability of decent affordable single-family units and affordable rental properties. 

Strategy to Remove or Ameliorate the Barriers to Affordable Housing 

The Analysis of Impediments indicates race and concentrations of poverty constitute barriers to 
affordable housing in Texarkana.  Pre-development, building permit and inspection expenses are 
average in terms of housing construction and renovation costs. 

To maintain the City's commitment to prevent barriers to affordable housing the City will:  

• Maintain flexibility in zoning and building requirements when appropriate to allow for infill 
housing development and to provide technical assistance to developers of affordable 
housing.   Posters & literature displayed and made available at city office buildings, utility 
building, and the public library; 

• Monitor city-sponsored projects for equal access and compliance of the Fair Housing Act and 
Building Dept. officials monitors code compliance to Fair Housing standards; 

• Hold periodic Public Hearings providing information and requesting public comment on fair 
housing or related issues ; 
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• Provide homebuyer and homeowner education, including fair housing information, was 
provided by the city and other local housing services providers; 

• Conduct outreach efforts to for-profit and non-profit builders and developers through funding 
and technical assistance to increase the supply of decent, affordable housing within low to 
moderate income neighborhoods as well as creation of affordable housing on a city-wide basis; 

• Maintain an Affirmative Marketing Plan to directly market newly-developed City-assisted 
housing units to minority groups least likely to apply to homeownership programs. 

• Meet with local lenders and home builders to encourage the use of non-traditional client loan 
qualifying and loan products to better serve the needs of homebuyer households with 
challenges that preclude conventional qualification; 

• Conduct public outreach regarding availability of housing and housing assistance including 
translation of housing application materials into Spanish, and maintains bi-lingual staff in order 
to assist applicants and clients who are not English-proficient; 

• Support local Continuum of Care efforts for homeless populations and provides ongoing support 
and technical assistance to the Texarkana Homeless Coalition; 

• Work with local agencies that provide financial case management and credit counseling; 
• Researching the possibility of adopting a Fair Housing ordinance to ensure that fair housing 

options are available to its citizens. 
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AP-75 Barriers to affordable housing – 91.220(j) 
Introduction:  

Actions planned to remove or ameliorate the negative effects of public policies that serve as 
barriers to affordable housing such as land use controls, tax policies affecting land, zoning 
ordinances, building codes, fees and charges, growth limitations, and policies affecting the 
return on residential investment 

There are many factors that affect the cost and production or maintenance of housing affordable to 
extremely low-, low-, and moderate-income families (at or below 80% of Median Family Income (MFI)). 
An analysis of these factors has aided the City in developing programs that reduce the adverse effects of 
these constraints on the supply and cost of housing. 

Most of the City of Texarkana’s policies were enacted to protect and further the public welfare. For 
instance, building codes and subdivision standards are required by law for the protection and general 
welfare of the community. These are routinely reviewed. Development impact fees are recovered from 
the developer to assure that the public costs of new developments are paid by that development. While 
recognizing the needs to adjust public policies to adapt to changing conditions, the City will continue to 
review policies periodically to determine whether they have become excessive or represent an 
unnecessary constraint on the development or maintenance of affordable housing. 

The City of Texarkana, Texas identified race and concentrations of poverty that present as barriers to 
affordable housing and continues to develop strategies to remove or lessen negative effects of these 
barriers to affordable housing. The City identified the following other barriers to affordable housing: 

• Substantial down payments required to purchase new or existing homes; 
• Availability of credit to low and moderate income persons with credit problems; 
• Availability of decent affordable single-family units and affordable rental properties. 

Strategy to Remove or Ameliorate the Barriers to Affordable Housing 

The Analysis of Impediments indicates race and concentrations of poverty constitute barriers to 
affordable housing in Texarkana.  Pre-development, building permit and inspection expenses are 
average in terms of housing construction and renovation costs. 

To maintain the City's commitment to prevent barriers to affordable housing the City will:  

• Maintain flexibility in zoning and building requirements when appropriate to allow for infill 
housing development and to provide technical assistance to developers of affordable 
housing.   Posters & literature displayed and made available at city office buildings, utility 
building, and the public library; 
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• Monitor city-sponsored projects for equal access and compliance of the Fair Housing Act and 
Building Dept. officials monitors code compliance to Fair Housing standards; 

• Hold periodic Public Hearings providing information and requesting public comment on fair 
housing or related issues ; 

• Provide homebuyer and homeowner education, including fair housing information, was 
provided by the city and other local housing services providers; 

• Conduct outreach efforts to for-profit and non-profit builders and developers through funding 
and technical assistance to increase the supply of decent, affordable housing within low to 
moderate income neighborhoods as well as creation of affordable housing on a city-wide basis; 

• Maintain an Affirmative Marketing Plan to directly market newly-developed City-assisted 
housing units to minority groups least likely to apply to homeownership programs. 

• Meet with local lenders and home builders to encourage the use of non-traditional client loan 
qualifying and loan products to better serve the needs of homebuyer households with 
challenges that preclude conventional qualification; 

• Conduct public outreach regarding availability of housing and housing assistance including 
translation of housing application materials into Spanish, and maintains bi-lingual staff in order 
to assist applicants and clients who are not English-proficient; 

• Support local Continuum of Care efforts for homeless populations and provides ongoing support 
and technical assistance to the Texarkana Homeless Coalition; 

• Work with local agencies that provide financial case management and credit counseling; 
• Researching the possibility of adopting a Fair Housing ordinance to ensure that fair housing 

options are available to its citizens. 
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